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Domingo he had accompanied the emissary sent to treat for the
city's ransom although most of it was already laid low, and how for
what remained standing, including the cathedral in which the
English were fortified, but not including the artillery or bells, they
had paid 25,000 ducats; and how, during these negotiations, Cap-
tain Francis Drake took him on board his fleet where he saw what
ships and forces he had, this being some 38 to 40 sails and 4000, or
5,000 fighting men; and how the enemy had careened his vessels to
attack this city. Don Francisco added that when he left that island
certain vessels were even then lying off that port which would
unquestionably be upon this city within the week. This was fearful
news for Cartagena. Although all the women and merchandise and
invalids had been taken out to the estates and neighbouring places,
much goods and property still remained, of which as much as could
be, was removed as quickly as possible.
The governor and Don Pedro desired not to advertise this news
of the enemy's strength in order not to dishearten the people but,
although they earnestly endeavoured to keep it secret, it could not
but become known since the master and crew of the vessel which
brought Don Francisco shared his knowledge of events. Thereupon
the people of this city became greatly discouraged, in comparison to
their former attitude, for they considered that the force available
in the city and the galleys would not suffice to resist the enemy's
great strength. Nevertheless, these leaders encouraged and exhorted
the people as best they could and continued to do their utmost to
prepare for the imminent event.
They resolved that the galleys should go out and to this end the
necessary subsistence and munitions were sent on board. When the
people of the city observed this activity they were alarmed and pro-
tested, intimating that if the galleys departed from the port, leaving
them unprotected, they would forthwith abandon the city. Comply-
ing with the city's demand and to forestall any charge that they were
to blame for the evacuation which would follow on the departure
of the galleys, believing that with the support of galleys the citizens
would defend themselves and fight better, the said Don Pedro and
the governor and the rest of the authorities determined that the
galleys should remain anchored in their usual position and from that
anchorage should come up bow on to the Caleta, where it was pre-
sumed that the enemy would make his assault on the city, in order
that from this position they might fire their artillery. Further, if it
were necessary, the galley slaves were to be unchained in order with
the soldiers to reinforce any point where such help might be most